Gwenfair
Vaughan,
James Langan
and Sam
Adams are
three of the six
actors who
portray some
60 characters
in Electric
Theatre’s pro-
duction of
‘Under Milk
Wood.'

Characters abound

in ‘Under Milk Wood
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In an unusual example of turn-
about being fair play, Welsh ac-
tress Gwenfair Vaughan has been
obliged to work on her American
accent to narrate “Under Milk
Wood?” for the Electric Theatre in
Scranton.

Atthe same time, the other five
members of the cast have been
practicing their Welsh accents,
because playwright Dylan Tho-
mas set the slice-of-life script in a
coastal fishing village in his na-
tive Wales.

With six actors portraying
some 60 characters, Vaughan nar-
rates for only a while. She’s also
busy transforming herself into
Mrs. Cherry Owens, a woman
who “reads her husband the riot
act because of his drinking but is
secretly enchanted by him,” Mrs.
Dai Bread, “one of two wives of
the local baker,” and Polly Garter,
a young woman who “has lots of
children, lots of babies, and ac-
tually sings.”

Her characters are all quite ec-
centric, Vaughan said, and why
shouldn’t they be?

The entire village is filled with
very strange people, director Da-
vid Zarko said. “They’re perfectly
comfortable with their strange-
ness. I think this is Dylan’s very
fond picture of the town he grew
up in.”

Some of the other people you’ll
meet during a day in the life of
quaint little Llareggub — that’s
Buggerall spelled backward —
are Captain Cat, who communes
with his drowned shipmates in
his dreams, Myfanny Price the
dressmaker and Mog Edwards
the draper, who write cross-town
love letters to each other but nev-
er get together, and Organ Mor-
gan, the organist infatuated with
“the mighty Bach.”

Don’t forget Lord Cutsolass
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who, Zarko said, “keeps 66 clocks
all set to different times so they’ll
warn him of Armageddon.”

Thanks to Dylan’s command of
language, Zarko said, “Under
Milk Wood” is a fascinating show.

Still, professional theater
groups do not often bring it to the
stage, Vaughan said, not even in
Wales.

“It’s an amazing piece of work,”
she said. “Dylan Thomas has a
wonderful sense of humor, and
this is the most accessible and en-
tertaining production of ‘Under
Milk Wood” I've ever come
across.”

The play derives its name from
the nearby forest, set above the
village on a hilltop.

To complement the produc-
tion, several Welsh-heritage cele-
brations have been planned.

The Lyric Consort will per-
form concerts of Welsh Choral
Music before the play on Oct. 16
and Oct. 22, beginning at 7 p.m.,
and the Mulberry Poets and Writ-
ers Association will read from Dy-
lan Thomas’ works before the
Oct. 24 matinee. Audience mem-
bers also can view an exhibit on
Welsh history in Scranton, set up
by the Lackawanna County His-
torical Society at the theater. The
theater will open for two hours
before each performance to give
patrons time to explore “Hyde
Park ”



